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SPEAKER BIO
Mr. David Kode, Advocacy and Campaigns Lead, CIVICUS

David Kode is currently the Advocacy and Campaigns Lead at CIVICUS
and has fifteen years experience working with civil society groups,
social movements and grassroots communities in different regions of
the world. He is an expert on democracy and human rights and has
published extensively on the rule of law, participatory democracy, the
enabling environment for civil society, conflict and conflict
resolution. He is consulted regularly by INGOs, foreign affairs
ministries and development partners on strategy development and sits on the Board and Governance
Committees of civil society coalitions across Africa including the Association for Research on Civil
Society in Africa (AROCSA) and the Fight Inequality Alliance. He was extensive experience working with
civil society organizations and engaging with regional and international human rights mechanisms
including the UN Human Rights Council, the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights and
Regional Economic Communities. He regularly writes opinion pieces for media platforms and conducts
media interviews on civic space trends, conflict, democracy and human rights. He has a Masters
Degree in International Relations and Political Economy from the University of the Witwatersrand.
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