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Ms. Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi, Chair, United Nations Committee of Experts on Public
Administration; Chancellor, Nelson Mandela University

Geraldine Joslyn Fraser-Moleketi is the Chancellor of Nelson
Mandela University. She was the former Special Envoy on
Gender at the African Development Bank. In this role, she led a
strategy to mainstream gender in the Bank’s policies and
operations, making the Bank a reference institution on gender
equality in Africa. She was previously Director of the
Democratic Governance Group of the United Nations
Development Programme, with activities in more than 170
countries, supported from six regional service centres.

She served in the South African Government as Minister of
Public Service and Administration for two consecutive terms. As Minister, she led the
development of a senior management service within the South African public service; oversaw
a comprehensive review of the public service remuneration system; revitalized the “Batho Pele”
strategy within the public service; and established the Government Employees Medical Scheme
and Public Administration Leadership and Management Academy. She also served as Chair of
the Pan African Ministers of Public Service for three consecutive terms and has worked on
intergovernmental bodies globally and in Africa. While Minister for Public Service and
Administration, she served as a member of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Public
Administration.

As Minister for Welfare and Population Development in the first democratic Government of
South Africa, she introduced the Government’s white papers on social welfare (1997) and on
population policy (1998) in the Parliament, worked on the development and implementation of
the Child Support Grant and chaired the Ministerial Team on Children and Youth at Risk. She
served as Deputy Minister of Welfare and coordinated the country’s preparations for the



Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in 1995. Ms. Fraser-Moleketi also served
as Deputy Leader of the South African delegation to the Conference and represented South
Africa at the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen in 1995. In addition, she
served as member of the South African Parliament for three consecutive terms, from 1994 until
her resignation in September 2008, and was a member of the Constituent Assembly and various
subcommittees responsible for drawing up the South African Constitution adopted on 8 May
1996. She served on the Management Committee of the Convention for a Democratic South
Africa and was Deputy National Coordinator of the National Elections Commission of the
African National Congress in preparation for the country’s first democratic elections.

Mrs. Fraser-Moleketi serves on various boards across academia, government and development
organizations on issues related to youth, the empowerment of women, capacity development
and education, governance and poverty eradication. She also serves as non-executive director
on the boards of listed companies. She is a fellow of the Institute of Politics at the Kennedy
School of Government of Harvard University, and holds a Master’s Degree in Administration.
Mrs. Fraser-Moleketi was named 2016 New African Woman of the Year and was conferred a
Doctorate of Philosophy (Honoris Causa) by the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port
Elizabeth, South Africa.



